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The Torah teaches about Succos.   

 

ג־ גּוּ אֶת־חַּ ח ֹ֥ רֶץ תָּׁ אָָּׁ֔ ת הָּׁ ֹ֣ בוּאַּ כֶם֙ אֶת־תְּׁ פְּׁ אׇסְּׁ י בְּׁ בִיעִִ֗ שְּׁ דֶשׁ הַּ ח ֹ֣ ר י֜וֹם לַּ שָָּׁׂ֨ ה֩ עָּׁ חֲמִשָּׁ ךְ בַּ האַַּ֡  

וֹן׃  תָֽ בָּׁ י שַּׁ מִינִִ֖ שְּׁ וֹם הַּ יֹ֥ וֹן וּבַּ תָ֔ בָּׁ רִאשׁוֹן֙ שַּׁ ָֽ וֹם הָּׁ יּ֤ ים בַּ ת יָּׁמִִ֑ ֹ֣ עַּ  שִׁבְּׁ
  
“Except, on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, in your ingathering of the grain of the 
Land, you shall feast a Hashem’s feast day for seven days. The first day shall you rest and 
the eighth day shall be for rest.” (Vayikra 23:39).  
 
 What does the Torah mean by “ach / except?” Is that a word of inclusion or 
exclusion? What is it including or excluding? Succos is seven days and the eight day is a 
different chag, Shmini Atzeres. (Ibid 23:36). Why does the Torah now call it the chag of 
Succos? Is there a connection to tying Succos to the ingathering of grain?  
 
ךְ  ַ֤ת ach, but, in the Torah is an inclusion. Primary examples are אַַּ֡ בְע  ים֙  שִׁ וֹת יָמִׁ צּ֣ לוּ מ  תֹּאכ ֵ֔  

ךְ וֹם א ַ֚ יּ֣ וֹן ב  אשֵ֔ הָרִׁ  “For seven days you shall eat matzos, but, on the first day…” (Shmos 
12:15). The “but” there is including that the first day of Pesach is not the first day of eating 
matzos. The inclusion is erev Pesach not to have chometz after midday (per the Torah, 4th 
hour per Chazal). Another example is י ַ֤ תָה֙  כִׁ י ע  חְתִׁ ּ֣ י שָל  ךְ אֶת־יָדִֵׁ֔ ַ֥ מְך֙  אוֹתְך֙  וָא  ת־ע  בֶ֙ וְאֶֶֽ דָָּ֑ ב   “Because now 
I have sent My hand, but, you and your nation with pestilence…” (Ibid 9:15). The addition 
in this pasuk is that Hashem not only would destroy Pharoh and his nation but could 
destroy the entire country of Eretz Mitzrayim. However, Hahem did not. Likewise, ֙א קְרָָ֨ יִׁ  ו 

לֶךְ ימֶֶ֜ ק אֲבִׁ צְחָָ֗ אמֶר֙  לְיִׁ  ֹּ י ךְ ו  ּ֣ ַ֤ה א  נ  שְתְך֙  הִׁ וא אִׁ הִֵׁ֔  “And Avimelech called to Yitzchok, and he said, ‘But, 
behold! She is your wife.’” (Bereishis 26:9). Avimelech was adding that not only was she 
not your sister—Yitzchok trying to protect his family—she is your wife. She could have 
been unrelated to you and you lied to protect her. However, she was your wife and that 
truth would have protected her better. Another addition is added with ְך ַ֤ א אֶת־זֶה֙  א  ֹּּ֣ וּ֙ ל אכְלֵ֔ ֶֹּֽ ת  

י֙  עֲל  מ  ֶֽ ה֙ מִׁ רֵָ֔ ג  ה   “But of these that chew its cud you shall not eat.” (Vayikra 11:4). This pasuk 
includes all the species of hare and camel. Accordingly, the Torah is adding something to 
this holiday on the fifteenth. But what is it adding?  
 Succos is also uniquely connected to ingathering of grain. Our pasuk says, “On 
your ingathering of the grain.” “The chag of Succos you shall make for yourself, seven 
days, with the ingathering of your grain of your threshing floor.” (Devarim 16:13). Notice 
how Moshe put the term “ingathering of your grain” when our pasuk says, “your 
ingathering of the grain.” A couple of pesukim later it says “Seven days you shall feast 
with Hashem…. because Hashem has blessed all your crops.” (Ibid 16:15). When the 
Torah introduces Succos for the first time it also connects the first harvest to the final 
harvest. “The feast of the harvest, the first fruits of your work, that you planted in the 
field, and the feast at the end of the year, on your ingathering of your work from the 
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field.” (Shmos 23:16). Again, “your ingathering.” Another connection is made on the 
second time that Moshe ascended Har Sinai. ג ַ֤ ת֙  וְח  ה שָבֻעֹּ עֲשֶּ֣ י לְךֵ֔֙ ת  כוּר   יר בִׁ ּ֣ ים קְצִׁ ָּ֑ טִׁ ג֙  חִׁ יף וְח  אָסִֵׁ֔ ת֙ הֶָֽ תְקוּפ    
ה׃ שָנֶָֽ  And the Feast of Weeks you shall make on the first wheat harvest and a Feast of“ ה 
Gathering at the turn of the year.” (Ibid 34:22).  
 From these pesukim the Torah is tying Succos to the harvest and calling it the end 
of the year. It is the end of the planting year as winter is coming. The purpose of the 
celebration has to be more than the blessing of the crops. Even though Eretz Yisroel was 
mainly an agricultural economy was the chag simply a festival of joy of the bounty?  
 Succos is the last of the Torah chagim with Channukah and Purim added later. In 
that way, Succos is the end of the year. It is when the planting year goes out and the 
winter comes in. When the Torah talks about Succos at first it connects it directly to 
Shavuos. Pesach, however, begins the planting season. It is the festival of springtime. 
(Shmos 23:15). The winter grains are about to be ripe. The winter grains ripen and there 
is Shavuos. Then at the end of the summer planting and growing there is the fall harvest. 
Not only does the planting year connect Succos to Pesach but it is also connected to the 
spiritual year. ּו קְעּ֣ דֶש תִׁ חֹּּ֣ סֶה שוֹפָָּ֑ר ב  כ ָ֗ וֹם ב ַּ֝ נוּ׃ לְיּ֣ ֶֽ ג  ח   “Sound the shofar on the new moon when there 
is a festival of the full moon.” (Tehillim 81:4). This ties Yom Terura or Rosh Hashanah 
also to Succos. Succos is the festival of the full moon—the lunar calendar has a full moon 
on the fifteenth of every month.  
 In the Torah’s view there is no holiday that is pure feast and without spirituality. 
Therefore, when discussing Succos, it adds “But” and “on the first day shall be a rest and 
on the eighth day there shall be a rest.” (Vayikra 23:39). Other times, the Torah said Succos 
was only seven days. (Bamidbar 29:12, Devarim 16:13,15). Succos is only seven days. 
However, there is an addition and runs right into Shmini Atzeres. The Torah talks about 
the chag here and also  ֙יוֹם י ב  ינִֵׁ֔ שְמִׁ רֶת ה  הְיֶּ֣ה עֲצֶ  ל־מְלֶַ֥אכֶת לָכֶָּ֑ם תִׁ ה כׇּ דָ  א עֲבֹּ ַֹּ֥ וּ׃ ל עֲשֶֽ ת   “On the eighth day 
there shall be a special assembly for you, all productive work you shall not do.” 
(Bamidbar 34). Thus, Shmini Atzeres is really the eighth day of Succos. What’s the 
connection?  
 In Bamidbar when it mentions Shmini Atzares it is after introducing Succos as 
“you shall celebrate a feast for Hashem for seven days.” (Bamidbar 29:12). In this parsha 
(section) it is introducing the korbanos of the chagim it says Succos is seven days and not 
mentioned as tied to ingathering of produce. The last day is a special assembly. It is day 
to celebrate one more day with Hashem. Not because of produce and income but because 
Hashem wants one more day to celebrate with Bnei Yisroel.  
 The “ach / but” in our pasuk comes to include the mitzvos of the arba minim. 
(Vayikra 23:40). “Seven days in the year fest for Hashem…a chag in the seventh month.” 
(Ibid 23:41). The mitzvos of arba minim are spiritual. Yes, the planting year is tied to the 
chagim but so is the reason for the plenty—Hashem. “Your ingathering” is what a person 
does for himself. How he or she worked on himself, the mitzvos that he or she did. It is a 
personal ingathering and the fields belong to Hashem. The physical result is as Moshe 
said—the basic human perspective— “the ingathering of your crops.” Its yours after 
doing the work and mitzvos.  

May we all be blessed with a productive year of mitzvos and parnassah.  


